Anti-Securitys
A Declaration

THE PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT, PUT SIMPLY, IS TO SHOW
THAT SECURITY IS AN ILLUSION THAT HAS FORGOTTEN IT
IS AN ILLUSION. LESS SIMPLY, THAT SECURITY IS A
DANGEROUS TLLUSION. WHY "DANGERQOUS'? BECAUSE IT HAS
COME TO ACT AS A BLOCKAGE ON POLITICS: THE MORE WE
SUCCUMB TO THE DISCOURSE OF SECURITY, THE LESS WE
CAN SAY ABOUT EXPLOITATION AND ALIENATION; THE MORE
WE TALK ABOUT SECURITY, THE LESS WE TALK ABOUT THE
MATERIAL FOUNDATIONS OF EMANCIPATION; THE MORE WE
COME TO SHARE IN THE FETISH OF SECURITY, THE MORE
WE BECOME ALIENATED FROM ONE ANOTHER AND THE MORE WE
BECOME COMPLICIT IN THE EXERCISE OF POLICE POWERS.

FLESHING OUT HOW WE GOT HERE IS THE FIRST CHALLENGE;
SHOWING HOW DAMAGING THIS HAS BEEN IS AN EVEN
GREATER CHALLENGE; DOING THESE THINGS IN A WAY THAT
CONTRIBUTES TO A RADICAL, CRITICAL AND EMANCIPATORY
POLITICS EVEN MORE SO. BUT IT IS A CHALLENGE THAT
MUST BE MADE, AND MUST BE MADE COLLECTIVELY. AS A
START, WE THEREFORE OFFER THE FOLLOWING DECLARATIONS
ABOUT AN ANTI-SECURITY POLITICS.
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WE DENY ALL FALSE BINARIES THAT OBFUSCATE AND
REIFY THE SECURITY PROBLEMATIC AND SERVE ONLY
TO REINFORCE ITS POWER. WE THEREFORE REJECT:

LIBERTY VERSUS SECURITY: IN THE WORKS OF
THE FOUNDERS OF THE LIBERAL TRADITION

- THAT 1S, THE FOUNDERS OF BOURGEOIS
IDEOLOGY - LIBERTY 1S SECURITY AND
SECURITY 1S LIBERTY. FOR THE RULING
CLASS, SECURITY ALWAYS HAS AND ALWAYS
WILL TRIUMPH OVER LIBERTY BECAUSE
'LIBERTY' HAS NEVER BEEN INTENDED AS A
COUNTER-WEIGHT TO SECURITY. LIBERTY HAS
ALWAYS BEEN SECURITY'S LAWYER.

PUBLIC VERSUS PRIVATE: NO POST-HOC
JURIDICAL DETERMINATION ABOUT
ACCOUNTABILITY, LEGAL STANDING,
UNIFORMING, OR LEGITIMATE USE OF FORCE
CAN UNDO THE HISTORIC INTER-OPERABILITY
OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE POLICE, STATE

AND MERCENARY ARMIES, CORPORATE AND
GOVERNMENT SECURITY, OR TRANSNAT | ONAL
CORPORATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.
THE PUBLIC SPHERE DOES THE WORK OF THE
PRIVATE SPHERE, CIVIL SOCIETY THE WORK
OF THE STATE. THE QUESTION IS THEREFORE
NOT 'PUBLIC VERSUS PRIVATE' OR 'CIVIL
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SOCIETY VERSUS THE STATE', BUT THE UNITY OF
BOURGEOIS VIOLENCE AND THE MEANS BY WHICH
PACIFICATION IS LEGITIMIZED IN THE NAME OF
SECURITY.

SOFT VERSUS HARD: SUCH DICHOTOMOUS
CONSTRUCTIONS — SOFT VERSUS HARD POLICING

FOR SUPPRESSING DISSENT; SOFT VERSUS HARD
MILITARY INTERVENTION FOR STAMPING OUT LOCAL
AND INDIGENOUS RESISTANCE; SOFT VERSUS HARD
POWER TO IMPOSE GLOBAL IMPERIAL HEGEMONY — ARE
BUT ASPECTS OF THE UNITY OF CLASS VIOLENCE,
DISTRACTING US FROM UNIVERSAL PACIFICATION
CARRIED OUT IN THE NAME OF CAPITAL.

BARBARISM VERSUS CIVILIZATION: THE HISTORY
OF CIVILIZATION AFTER THE ENL I GHTENMENT

IS THE CONSOLIDATION OF WAGE LABOUR,

THE CULTURAL AND MATERIAL IMPOSITION OF
IMPERIAL DOMINATION, AND THE VIOLENCE OF
CLASS WAR. IN THE FORM OF THE "STANDARD OF
CIVILIZATION' THE MAJESTY OF THE LAW WAS
CENTRAL TO THIS PROJECT. TO CIVILIZE IS TO
PROJECT POLICE POWER. "CIVILIZATION' 1S
CODE FOR ENFORCING CAPITALIST RELATIONS;
WHICH IS TO SAY: BOURGEOIS CIVILIZATION 1S
BARBARISM.
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DOMESTIC VERSUS FOREIGN: THE GREATEST
TYRANNY OF SECURITY IS ITS INSISTENCE ON

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 'OTHER'. SECURITY
CREATES BOTH INTERNAL DOMESTIC AND EXTERNAL
FOREIGN THREATS, GENERATING THE FEAR AND
DIVISION THAT UNDERPINS RAISON D'ETAT. THE
COLONIAL PACIFICATION OF SUBJECTS ABROAD IS
SOON TURNED INTO DOMESTIC PACIFICATION OF
SUBJECTS AT HOME. NEW /NTERNATIONAL POLICING
INITIATIVES ARE BUT A LABORATORY FOR THE
MILITARIZATION OF DOMESTIC SECURITY. THE
'WAR ON TERROR' IS A PERMANENT MULT [ -FRONT
ASSAULT THAT LUMPS JIHADISTS WITH PEACENIKS,
FEMINISTS WITH ISLAMISTS, AND SOCIALISTS WITH
ASSASSINS. NO PRETENCE AT A DISTINCTION IS
NECESSARY BECAUSE THE CAPITALIST STATE IS
INSECURE IN ALL DIRECTIONS.

PRE- AND POST-9/11: LET'S BE CLEAR: THE
MURDER OF 3,000 ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 WAS
HORRIFIC, BUT IT DID NOT CHANGE ANYTHING.
TO BELIEVE SO IS TO ENGAGE IN A DELIBERATE
ACT OF FORGETTING. THE SECURITY APPARATUS
THAT REVVED UP IN THE DAYS AFTER THE ATTACK
HAD BEEN IN THE MAKING FOR DECADES AS THE
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TERRAIN OF THE CLASS WAR SHIFTED.\THE TARGETS
OF THE NEW 'WAR' - THIS TIME ON TERROR - WERE
NOT NEW. THE CRY OF '"INSECURITY' WAS AGAIN
ANSWERED WITH TWO FAMILIAR DEMANDS: YOU
CONSUME, AND WE WILL DESTROY. GO TO DISNEYLAND,
AND LET THE STATE CONTINUE THE WORK IT HAD
BEEN CONDUCTING FOR GENERATIONS. IF 9/11
ACCOMPLISHED ANYTHING, IT WAS TO MAKE SECURITY
ALL BUT UNASSAILABLE.

EXCEPTION AND NORMALITY: THIS IS NOT A STATE
OF EXCEPTION. THE CAPITALIST STATE RIDING
ROUGHSHOD OVER HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE NAME

OF SECURITY IS NORMAL. THE RULING CLASS
CARRYING OUT ACTS OF VIOLENCE IN THE NAME

OF ACCUMULATION IS NORMAL. THE DEVISING OF
NEW TECHNIQUES TO DISCIPLINE AND PUNISH
RECALCITRANT SUBJECTS IS NORMAL. TARGETED
ASSASSINATIONS, THE BOMBING OF CIVILIANS,
IMPRISONMENT WITHOUT TRIAL.. NORMAL, NORMAL,
NORMAL. AND, LEST WE FORGET: LIBERALS FALLING
OVER THEMSELVES JUSTIFY SUCH THINGS? NORMAL.
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WE UNDERSTAND INSTEAD THAT SECURITY TODAY:

OPERATES AS THE SUPREME CONCEPT OF
BOURGEOIS SOCIETY.

COLONIZES AND DE-RADICALIZES DISCOURSE:
HUNGER TO FOOD SECURITY; IMPERIALISM

TO ENERGY SECURITY; GLOBALIZATION TO
SUPPLY CHAIN SECURITY; WELFARE TO SOCIAL
SECURITY: PERSONAL SAFETY TO PRIVATE
SECURITY. SECURITY MAKES BOURGEOIS ALL
THAT IS INHERENTLY COMMUNAL. IT ALIENATES
US FROM SOLUTIONS THAT ARE NATURALLY
SOCIAL AND FORCES US TO SPEAK THE LANGUAGE
OF STATE RATIONALITY, CORPORATE INTEREST,
AND INDIVIDUAL EGOISM. INSTEAD OF SHARING,
WE HOARD. INSTEAD OF HELPING, WE BUILD
DEPENDENCIES. INSTEAD OF FEEDING OTHERS,
WE LET THEM STARVE.. ALL IN THE NAME OF
SECURITY.

IS A SPECIAL COMMODITY, PLAYING A PIVOTAL
ROLE IN THE EXPLOITATION, ALIENATION AND
IMMISERATION OF WORKERS. IT PRODUCES

ITS OWN FET/SH, EMBEDDING ITSELF INTO

ALL OTHER COMMODITIES, PRODUCING EVEN
MORE RISK AND FEAR WHILE INTENSIFYING

AND DISTRACTING US FROM THE MATERIAL
CONDITIONS OF EXPLOITATION THAT HAVE
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MADE US INHERENTLY INSECURE. IT MAKES
CONCRETE OUR EPHEMERAL INSECURITIES UNDER
CAPITALIST RELATIONS. IT ATTEMPTS TO
SATIATE THROUGH CONSUMPTION WHAT CAN ONLY
BE ACHIEVED THROUGH REVOLUTION.

THE CAWL OF THIS DECLARATION 1S THAT WE:
NAME SECURITY FOR WHAT IT REALLY 1S;

STAND AGAINST THE SECURITIZATION OF
POLITICAL DISCOURSE;

CHALLENGE THE AUTHORITARIAN AND
REACTIONARY NATURE OF SECURITY;

POINT TO THE WAYS IN WHICH SEGURITY
POLITICS SHIFTS ATTENTION AWAY FROM
MATERIAL CONDITIONS AND QUESTIONS, IN THE
PROCESS TRANSFORMING EMANCIPATORY POLITICS
INTO AN ARM OF POLICE;

FIGHT FOR AN ALTERNATIVE POLITICAL
LANGUAGE THAT TAKES US BEYOND THE NARROW
HORIZON OF BOURGEOIS SECURITY AND ITS
POLICE POWERS..

MARK NEOCLEOUS AND GEORGE RIGAKOS
NOVEMBER 2010
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